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SPECIAL POINTS

. Vehicle Theft

. crime Proventon VEHICLE THEFT

Tip of the Month

*  Message from the Obviously, having your car or truck stolen is a major inconvenience. We invest
ProvestMarshal {1 5usands of dollars into our vehicles, and we want to make sure they are safe and secure
«  SNAP safety Hotline When we leave them in a parking lot or at our house. Besides the loss of your vehicle,
criminals also increase everyone’s insurance premiums when they steal cars. In addition,
stole vehicles are often used to commit other crimes.

While there are several obvious things car owners can do to protect their vehicles
(car alarms, locking the vehicle, not parking in dark secluded areas, etc.), there are other
theft prevention tips that citizens may not be aware of. The following list of 20 tips should
help deter a car thief. Please note that even though you may follow this advice, nothing
will stop a car thief from stealing your vehicle if they are determined and skilled enough.

VEHICLE PREVENTION TIPS

1. Let’s start with some simple advice. Never leave your car running with the doors
unlocked and the keys in the ignition while you are away from it. This is a hard-and-
fast rule. Don'’t ever do it, even if it is “just for a minute.”

2. Always lock the doors and roll up your windows and take your keys with you, no mat-
ter where you are. This means even if your vehicle is parked in front of your house.
Some criminals are bold enough to steal a vehicle right from the owner’s driveway.

3. Never leave an extra set of keys in your car or on the outside of the car with one of
those magnetic key holders that you can attach to the wheel well. These keys can be
easily found if a thief takes the time to look.

4. Never leave valuable objects (ID cards, cell phones, check books, etc..) in your car in
plain view, even if your car is locked. This only serves as a temptation for criminals to
break into your car. Take these items with you, leave them in your trunk, or some-
where else out of sight. If you have an expensive stereo system, remove the face-
plates and lock them in your trunk.

5. If you have a garage, use it. Parking a vehicle outside makes it more vulnerable. If
you have a lot of stuff in your garage, buy a shed and put the stuff in there so you can
pull your car into your garage at night. When parking your car in the garage, lock both
the garage door and your car.

6. Always park in busy and well-lit areas. Don’t make it easier for thieves by parking at
the far end of a parking lot just because you don’t want anyone to hit your car when
they are parking. If you can, park in an attended lot as car thieves don’t like
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Before driving your ve-
hicle, or whenever
leaving your vehicle
unattended, ensure
that you conduct a ve-
hicle search.

When conducting a
vehicle search:

Before touching

your vehicle, in- .
spect the outside of
the vehicle.

Walk completely .
around the vehicle
and check the un-
dercarriage. Look

for anything out of
place (wires protrud-
ing from underneath
the hood, grill or
bumper area).

Check the weather .
stripping and door
latches for protrud-
ing wires.

Check for objects
placed in front of the
tires.

Open doors slowly.
Upon entering the
vehicle, check under
the seat, dashboard

and glove compart-
ment for anything
unusual such as
protruding wires
and/or devices.

Ensure that you
keep your vehicle
uncluttered to ease
your search and to
help deter terror-
ists.

VEHICLE SEARCHES
ARE A FORCE PRO-
TECTION MUST!

VEHICLE THEFT CON'T

witnesses.

Make sure you carry in-
surance and registration
information with you. Do
not leave personal items
such as car keys, garage
door openers, credit
cards and house keys in
your car. This is espe-
cially important if you
leave your car parked
outside the garage at
night. Taking these
items out of the car may
help to prevent additional
crimes such as residen-
tial burglary and identity
theft.

When you take your car
in for service work or if
you have a valet park
your car, leave only the
ignition key with the

8. attendant. This will

help prevent additional

crimes and will also

discourage anyone

from getting into your
trunk.

If you have any secu-

rity devices such as

the club or car alarm,
realize they are only
successful if you use
them. Make sure you
use these devices! If
you don’t, you’re just
wasting your money
and not protecting
your car.

Park your car with the

front wheels turned

sharply toward the
curb and apply your
emergency brake to
prevent towing.

11. Drive in the center
lane when on high-
ways. This lessens
your chance of

9.

10.

11. becoming a bump-
and-run theft victim.
After opening an
automatic gate to un-
derground parking,
watch for thieves
waiting to slip inside.
Make sure you see
the gate close behind
you.

To help trace your
car if it stolen (and
stripped of parts),
etch your vehicle
identification number
in hard to find spots,
using an engraver or
dye marker. In addi-
tion, hide business
cards or address la-
bels on the bottom of
floor mats and under
the seats, and drop
them down window
channels into the
door interior.

12.

13.
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14. Also, engrave expensive

15.

16.
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accessories such as
stereo systems or cell
phones so the thief will
have a hard time dis-
posing of them.

If your car is rear-wheel
drive, back into your
driveway. Front-wheel
drive vehicles should be
parked front end first.
On four-wheel drive ve-
hicles the rear wheels
sometimes lock, making
them difficult to tow.

Disable your vehicle
when leaving it unat-
tended for an extended
period. Remove the
electronic ignition fuse,
coil wire or rotor dis-
tributor. Disable your
vehicle anytime thieves

% .,
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17.

18.

may have extended ac-
cess to it.

Replace “T” shaped
door locks with straight
locks. Some vehicle
doors have lock assem-
blies at the window level
which flare out in a knob
or “T” shape. A thief
can use various tools to
gain access inside the
vehicle, grad and pull
the lock. Straight locks
prevent this from hap-
pening as easily.

Use various locks in
your vehicle to discour-
age potential thieves
from taking your car.
Such locks include ones
for the steering wheel,
floorboard, gearshift,
tires/wheels and hoods.

19. When buying a used car,
be suspicious of any deal
that sounds too good to
be true. Make sure the
title and registration match
the name and address of
the person selling the car.
Ensure the vehicle identifi-
cation number plate on
the dashboard is present
and secure.

. If you see any suspicious
people or activity near a
vehicle, call the police im-
mediately.

Of course, there may be sev-
eral other tips which can help
prevent the theft of your auto-
mobile. By following this ad-
vice and being alert to what
thieves want, you'll greatly
reduced the chances of your
vehicle being stolen.

Messaqge from the Provost Marshal

“SNAP helps to
promote safe
and secure
environments,
teaches others
to be aware, an
encourages

neighbors to

get to know
First, | would like to Please plan accordingly  Drinking and Driving are )
publicly thank Ms. An-  and BBQ, play, and a bad combination. their
gelica Fowler for her travel safely. neighbors.”

hard work as our Sum-

Lastly, the Labor Day

mer Hire. She did a lot
of good things for the
community through the
SNAP program.

Thirdly, there was a ter-
rible car accident this
past weekend. Alcohol,
excessive speed, and
bad judgment attributed
to this accident as the
car was totaled and the
service member escaped
with only minor injuries.

weekend will bring the
infamous “Click It or
Ticket It” and “Booze It
and Lose It” campaigns.
Think, plan ahead, and
act safely and enjoy
this special time with
family and friends.

Secondly, the end of
summer is near and the
last 4-day weekend in
the fiscal year will be the
Labor Day weekend.
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80th Area éupmport Group

Interested in Volunteering ???
Contact your SNAP Office:

SNAP Coordinator
80th ASG PMO-SNAP
Unit 21419 Bldg. 20134
APO, AE 09708

Office Location: Hotel Maisieres Web
Office

Office Phone: 361-6143/068-27-6143
Cell Phone: 047-648-6954

Fax: 366-7211

Alternate Fax: 068-27-5969

Making Neighborhoods Safer is a SNAP!

The Safe Neighborhood Awareness Program

is here to serve the 80th ASG Community.

And to better serve our soldiers and their

families, we have designed a Newsletter that

will be available monthly and will provide

helpful safety tips, an informative message

from the Physical Security Division of the Of-

fice of the Provost Marshal, along with a Spe-

cial Message from the Provost Marshal.

S,

www.80asg.army.mil
Link to SNAP

- A

P\
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SNAP Safety Automated HOTLINE

068-27-6300

Are you interested in
helping your community
to stay safe? Become the
Provost Marshal Offices’
eyes and ears by report-
ing suspicious activity to
the SNAP Safety Hotline.
This hotline is a new ini-
tiative by SNAP that al-
lows you to remain
anonymous to our auto-

mated system. A Safe

Neighborhood Starts with
Safe Soldiers, Safe Adults
and Safe Kids! Help SNAP

in our quest to combat

Making Neighborhoods
Safer is a SNAP!

crime and terrorism in our
communities. This hotline
is only for non-emergency
issues. If you have an
emergency please contact
the Chievres MP Emer-
gency Line at 068-27-

5114.
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